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Mobile Laboratory Launched to Detect Drug Use Among Drivers — Traffic Headquarters

A mobile laboratory designed to detect drug use among drivers and bus conductors was officially
launched on 21.01.2026 at the Bastian Mawatha Private Bus Stand, Colombo.

This mobile laboratory is capable of detecting the use of four types of narcotic substances by
drivers and issuing test results within a few minutes. Implemented with the objective of
safeguarding passenger lives, this service will ensure that drivers found to have used drugs are
produced before the Court, and legal action, including the cancellation of driving licenses, will
be taken against offenders.

On 21.01.2026, Traffic Headquarters officers referred 59 short-distance and long-distance bus
drivers for testing through this mobile laboratory service. Of them, 08 drivers were identified as
having used cannabis, while two drivers tested positive for heroin and ice (methamphetamine).

This mobile laboratory service is jointly implemented by the Sri Lanka Police, the National
Transport Commission, and the National Institute of Transport Medicine, and it is planned to be
expanded island-wide in the future.

The inaugural event was attended by the Deputy Inspector General of Police (Traffic and Road
Safety Directorate), Mr. D. P. J. Senadheera, the Chairman of the National Institute of Transport
Medicine, Prof. U. C. P. Perera, the Director General of the National Transport Commission, Dr.
Nilan Miranda, along with several other officials.

Photographs related to the event are attached herewith.
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