655 s GmOMEHGs

Clureflen ear_a11 Lilfley PMD
POLICE MEDIA DIVISION
14 02 ®0E,3901300,ABRICE

% S
(&Y \‘
€ Media DV
SRELANRA MOt

Fale)
Date

|

Ood g
My NO

dexd B8mw
E-Mails

2026.02.01  ¢ODOD) G

esycs 0530 TelNO } dir.media@police.gov.lk

]» 011-2887973 }D/Media/Out/l78/2026

@308t ®I3 E@O0WNtsw @D Dafmo &) D1eOs @ICHT;

Cumedlev 2ai S0 UMallG SPANISSULLL WSHEW SFADDET  ClaISHF6oT
2a11_FhIBEHDS LaeiulLed

- g important nformati ted 10 the Police Media Division 1
the media.

01. oeuecidnm D35BT wr YL YBDI®OR 80O @IV ews
W0 14 eceomymy et @dd - ®0ne® ewBed edime.

2026.01.28 2» 0 »ced ©One® mEE Ded® BHLHOR
IIEBemd) Yoy OB Bwaced ©BdsidvsiedE O1@d®em
$DBeLd HE MBI WO By TR ¥RV Bdens Bw DD
OO e 3 mwd B¢ 0T On SOERD Gd®W WS &B.

585 (28) 0B @0 uieen 0¢8ned®Ined BEdsy A0 D6y
8doclsY Blecemrnm) BWwotdimwd 5@ O8 diwewd BHE BBIBE
»0 By a® 1 1/2 s®em g 057 s510(8 90 B0 d08anm »Ows =
BCwy qdes D ©Dwds wHH@sowrsiedEens’ oo Ow
8110005 evtd 4B AL D®E®D ODEE 850006 B g.

e® wOITR B0Enm o DOnHO® ewBE8we B8 8JBwd @we
@005 14 ecemzmy 2026.01.31 2» gl -9dd evm @B amo
B0OBIBZN G BERONITeL 5w GBoidw eI ©wWIes Y OO
e 0B8e B85Y 10wd ev® grd.

BWOOBT @01 22 o 56 DwidOE ugdm 8B0O, emFecdsas,
@€ 0OR, ONH®, BimeE ¥ 81O w» YedrdR 8-Om51OsY @d.

o0y 2026.01.31 8 8Bgdes 0o edm0emwtd 92duy BEe®sy
amn0® 2026.02.13 8 ¢f0s 038n ABTV51M®0 OB .

©0m®® e B85 D18¢0 BO8nm B mon) CIE.



CSmeeiiwed CUOUSWDLW USST e SLSSHD CSTLAL 14
FHGS BHLMTSB6T NGB - LOTAIS S B0 CILITETI6N FHleneowid

2026.01.28 seormy @rea), LIAGSHHL Cumalev LfledGLUlL HaLS a6V
CBLNIS SCIBTL  Ljgmeor FguanT alsmagwle, CSHITBETme LTSHBTSI
IS SULLIQYBHS UG ST Flened Q60T HLSSULLLFMH LOMAISSFHL0 CILTeSlen
HoOWSHNG HOLSS ST Sl Wled  allFTTenesodd 6
ST LOLI D B LILIL L 60T.

865 mrafled (28) @ral, Gomalwe aIFTIaEIS Hen6ondEHeTd Seor
SIFSMI&E6T 671G CFMaNSF BIvaT FHTIHS b, QISFTTaEOThHMD
CHma 6TeoTd Fafll, QATFSSMGHET USSULLIHHS Fomm 1 /2 Sig
2 WIPETET SEd HIN USST FHemeveow CSrmEaflLdlhbdy CLpme Clbmeor®
HLGSF CFTNG QllFT TS 6160 6 MBS,

BgesmLrumeT alFTyaneorbafler GUfley, wraldFal Curalavrm 2026.01.31
ST FULUASSHL T  CSTLALOLW 14 FHCHBBUTHET — 0EF
CIFIGI6TETSL 60T, SLSSULILL LS ST FlemeviyLo SIS SN
LWesTU(RS S UL L. G6u6dT @TesoTemL L0 GIITENEMT b LM AIL6TTET6oTH.

FHCHBBUTHET 22 (PSH6D 56  QIISIBEHS Bl LLILL QITH6T  SI6UTH6TT,
Nefs e, OF00F6a0N, QULITTTEE, WHGLW, WTSSE6T WHNW MNEH0
B UGS B6TF CFTHS QUTHETTAUNT.

2026.01.31 gty Neflwevey Oserges HSWTNSHD HSTUESSUILLL
Neoreorm, 2026.02.13 e alleres Lo fliuevled enaldbd 2 & S Taill LILIL BeT6rdy.

WTAGSH  CuTadlevmT  GCLSd  lFTTaEIH6aT  GLMHEIETE®
A)([HS5)60T MEDTIT.

14 Suspects Arrested in Connection with Theft of Valuable Antique
Buddha Statue — Mawatagama Police

On the night of 28 January 2026, the Mawatagama Police commenced
investigations following information that a Buddha statue enshrined in
the residence of the monks at Kebilithigoda Purana Rajamaha Viharaya in
Kahapathwala, within the Mawatagama Police Division, had been stolen.

On the same night, four individuals posing as officers from the Criminal
Investigation Department reportedly visited the temple and removed the
1%5-feet-tall golden Buddha statue from the monks’ residence, claiming it
was required for an investigation. Subsequent inquiries revealed that the
statue had in fact been unlawfully taken from the monks.



02.

Following investigations, the Mawatagama Police arrested 14 suspects
connected to the incident on 31 January 2026. The stolen statue and two
vans used in the commission of the crime were also recovered.

The arrested individuals, aged between 22 and 56, are residents of
Minigamuwa, Theldeniya, Monaragala, Matugama, Matale, and
Rideegama areas.

The suspects were produced before the Pilassa Magistrate on 31 January
2026 and were remanded until 13 February 2026.

Further investigations into the incident are ongoing by the Mawatagama
Police.
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Two Suspects Arrested in Connection with Murders in Dehiwala and
Kohuwala — Western Province Southern District Crime Division

Officers of the Western Province Southern District Crime Division
arrested two suspects on 31 January 2026 at Dumriyapola Asana in
Dehiwala in connection with two fatal shootings. The suspects were
found in possession of 14 g and 730 mg of ice (crystal meth).

The suspects were involved in the shooting and killing of a hotel owner in
the Dehiwala Police Division on 9 January 2026, and the shooting and
Killing of a person traveling in a three-wheeler in the Bodhiyawatta area
of the Kohuwala Police Division on 12 December 2025.

Both suspects are 18-year-old residents of Boralesgamuwa and Mount
Lavinia.

Investigations have revealed that the two suspects were reportedly
assisted by an organized criminal and drug trafficker residing abroad.

The Western Province Southern District Crime Division is continuing
further investigations into the incidents.
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Two suspects arrested with heroin - Police Narcotics Bureau.

On the morning of 31.01.2026, a team of Police Narcotics Bureau officers
conducted a raid in the Benthota Police Division on a tip-off and arrested
two suspects with 05 kg 105 g of heroin.

The suspects are residents of the Bentota area, aged 40 and 45.

Several photographs related to the raid are attached herewith and the
Police Narcotics Bureau is conducting further investigations.
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Suspect arrested with ice drug - Homagama Divisional Criminal
Investigation Bureau.

On the afternoon of 31.01.2026, a team of officers of the Homagama
Divisional Criminal Investigation Bureau conducted a raid in front of the
Pore Temple in the Athurugiriya Police Division on a tip-off and arrested
a suspect with 100g of ice and presented him to the Athurugiriya Police.

The suspect is a 29-year-old resident of Arangala.
Athurugiriya Police are conducting further investigations.
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Suspect arrested with heroin - Police Special Task Force Headquarters
Camp.

On the evening of 31.01.2026, a team of officers from the Special
Operations Unit 07 of the Police Special Task Force Camp conducted a
raid in the Mabodala area of the Minuwangoda Police Division on a tip-
off and arrested a suspect with 52 g and 230 mg of heroin and presented
him to the Minuwangoda Police.

The suspect is a 34-year-old resident of the Mabodala area.

The Minuwangoda Police are conducting further investigations.
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