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Provision of Vehicles to Foreign Tourists Without a Valid Driving License



The Sri Lanka Police has implemented measures to ensure the safety of foreign
nationals visiting Sri Lanka and considers it its duty to safeguard all tourists in the
country.

Foreign visitors frequently use rental vehicles to travel within Sri Lanka. Reports
indicate that some taxi operators and vehicle owners have rented or leased cars,
three-wheelers, or motorcycles to foreigners who do not possess a valid driving
license. Such vehicles have been involved in various traffic accidents, prompting
close attention from the Sri Lanka Police.

In 2025, five foreign nationals tragically lost their lives in road accidents while
driving in Sri Lanka. Additionally, seven serious accidents, seventy-eight minor
Injuries, and six vehicle-damage incidents were reported. Investigations reveal that
both drivers and vehicle owners were in violation of the Motor Vehicle Act.

The Sri Lanka Police have warned that individuals and businesses in the tourism
sector who act negligently or irresponsibly will face legal action.

Drivers must ensure the validity of their driving license, vehicle insurance, income
certificate, emission certificate, fitness certificate, and verify the mechanical
condition of the vehicle before driving. As mandated by the Motor Vehicle Act,
drivers must carry their driving license at all times and present it upon request by a
police officer.

According to Section 123 (i a) of the Motor Vehicle Act, driving without a valid
license is an offense punishable by a fine. In cases of fatal accidents or injuries
caused by unlicensed driving, the driver may also face prosecution under Criminal
Law. If an unlicensed person or a minor is employed to drive, both the driver and
the vehicle owner are liable for prosecution under the Motor Vehicle Act.

In response to accidents involving foreign tourists, the Sri Lanka Police have
commenced traffic inspections, beginning in the Southern Province, to ensure that
vehicles are not provided to foreigners without valid driving permits. Foreign
drivers must possess one of the following:

« International Driving Permit (IDP): Allows the holder to drive vehicles of
the relevant class in Sri Lanka.

« Sri Lankan Driving Permit Issued to Foreign Residents: Allows driving
vehicles of the relevant class in Sri Lanka.

« Translated Foreign Driving License: Foreigners must submit their home-
country driving license to the Department of Motor Transport in Sri Lanka to
obtain an official translation certificate, which permits driving vehicles of the
relevant class. Translation certificates are issued at the Department of Motor
Transport in Werahera and at a designated window at the Bandaranaike
International Airport.

Vehicle owners and taxi operators must verify that foreign customers possess a valid
driving permit through one of the three methods above. Renting, leasing, or



otherwise providing a vehicle, three-wheeler, or motorcycle to a foreigner without a

valid driving license is a legal offense, and both parties can be prosecuted under the
Motor Vehicle Act.

Additionally, police caution that some foreigners may present forged licenses.
Business owners must exercise due diligence to avoid facilitating such offenses.
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