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Sixteen Foreign Nationals Arrested with lllegally Imported Cigarettes —
Kurunduwatta Police Station

Officers of the Kurunduwatta Police arrested sixteen foreign nationals during a raid
carried out in the Javatta area on the evening of 22 February 2026.



02.

The operation was conducted following credible information received by the police.
During the raid, officers apprehended sixteen individuals who were residing in the
country in violation of visa regulations. At the time of arrest, the suspects were found in
possession of 3,280 (three thousand two hundred and eighty) foreign-manufactured
cigarettes that had allegedly been brought into the country without payment of the
required customs duties.

The suspects are Chinese nationals aged between 20 and 45 years.

Further investigations are being conducted by the Kurunduwatta Police.
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Suspect Arrested with Illegally Imported Cigarettes — Police Narcotics Bureau
Airport Unit

Officers attached to the Police Narcotics Bureau Airport Unit apprehended a suspect
during a raid conducted at the airport arrivals terminal on the evening of 22 February
2026, acting on received intelligence.



During the operation, the suspect was found in possession of 40,000 foreign-
manufactured cigarettes (equivalent to 200 cartons) that had allegedly been smuggled
into the country without payment of the applicable customs duties.

The arrested individual is a 34-year-old resident of Colombo 12.

Further investigations are being carried out by the Police Narcotics Bureau Airport Unit.
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