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Traffic Advisory for the Annual Theru Festival of Arulmigu Sri Muttumari Amman
Temple — Matale Police Division

The annual Theru festival of the Arulmigu Sri Muttumari Amman Temple in Matale city is
scheduled to commence on 02.03.2026 at 6:00 a.m., with five Theru chariots planned to tour
the streets of Matale until 6:00 p.m. on 03.03.2026.

Devotees and foreign tourists from across the island are expected to attend the festival to
witness the celebrations and seek blessings. Additionally, several amusement parks in Matale
city will be operating simultaneously, which may result in heavy traffic congestion during
this period.

To facilitate smooth traffic flow, the Matale Police Division requests motorists traveling
between Dambulla and Kandy via Matale town to use the following alternative routes:

Alternative Routes for Vehicles Traveling from Kandy to Dambulla via Matale Town:
« From Kumbiyangoda Road, turn left near the Kumbiyangoda Bridge onto
Hulangamuwa Road, then continue along King’s Street in Matale town and turn left
toward Dambulla.
Alternative Routes for Vehicles Traveling from Dambulla to Kandy via Matale Town:
e From Thotagamuwa Junction, turn left onto Imbulandanda Road, then from

Kanangamuwa Junction, travel along Parawaththa Road south to Kaludewala.
Continue on Ratthota Road to the left to Weragama, turn right, proceed via Kivula



onto Matale Gongawela Road, turn left, then enter the Matale—Kandy Road and
continue toward Kandy.

Special Traffic Arrangements During the Festival:

e 0On 02.03.2026, when the chariots are traveling along the main street in central
Matale, traffic will be diverted along King’s Street in both directions toward
Dambulla and Kandy.

e 0n 03.03.2026, when the chariots are on King’s Street, traffic will be routed along the
main street in both directions toward Dambulla and Kandy.

The Matale Police request media institutions to disseminate this information widely to ensure
motorists and the public are informed and can plan their travel accordingly.
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