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Public Awareness Notice — Crime Prevention and Personal Safety

The objective of this notice is to educate the public about the tactics used by criminals
to commit robbery, theft, and forcibly seize property including money, gold, and other
valuables and to help individuals protect themselves from such threats.

The Sri Lanka Police operates around the clock with dedication to ensure a safe
environment where citizens can live without fear, while also safeguarding their
freedom of movement across the country.

Although officers deployed across all police divisions are actively implementing
various measures to maintain law and order, recent analyses indicate that many
individuals have become victims of serious crimes or have even lost their lives due to
negligence or lack of awareness.

A recent example is the incident reported within the Kokkadicholai Police Division,
where two women were abducted on separate occasions. They were forced to
consume a substance that rendered them unconscious, after which their gold was
stolen. One victim was murdered, while the other narrowly survived an attempted
Killing.

Based on investigations into this and similar incidents, the Sri Lanka Police urges the
public to remain vigilant and exercise extreme caution in their daily activities.



Common tactics used by criminals include:

» Approaching individuals in a friendly manner in public places or on public transport
* Gaining trust by pretending to be acquaintances or well-wishers

* Offering sweets, food, or beverages laced with intoxicating substances

 Using harmful agents such as chemical sprays or chili powder to incapacitate
victims

To avoid becoming a victim, please follow these safety guidelines:

* Exercise caution when accepting transport from strangers, whether on roads or in
public areas

* Never consume food or drinks offered by unknown individuals under any
circumstances

* Avoid unnecessary interactions or close associations with unfamiliar persons or
groups

» Remain vigilant and safeguard your money, jewelry, and other valuables

* Immediately report any suspicious individuals, vehicles, or activities by contacting
119, 118, or the nearest police officer or station

The Sri Lanka Police emphasizes the importance of acting responsibly and staying
informed about these guidelines. Public awareness and cooperation are essential in
preventing such crimes.

The public is kindly requested to share this message widely to help protect friends,
family, and the wider community from potential danger.

Police Media Division



