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Suspect Impersonating a Police Officer Arrested with Heroin — Walana
Anti-Corruption Unit

The Panadura Walana Anti-Corruption Unit initiated an investigation following
information received regarding an individual who had been contacting hotel and
restaurant owners across various areas via WhatsApp, threatening them and
unlawfully extorting money while posing as a police officer.

Based on the findings of the investigation, officers of the Panadura Walana
Anti-Corruption Unit apprehended the suspect on the evening of 25.03.2026



near the Galanigama Expressway entrance. At the time of arrest, 25 grams and
620 milligrams of heroin were also taken into police custody.

The suspect has been identified as a 31-year-old resident of Ambalangoda.

Further inquiries have revealed that the individual has a prior criminal record,
including convictions related to drug trafficking, theft, robbery, and extortion,
and has previously served a term of imprisonment. Investigations conducted
thus far indicate that he had been extorting money from business owners,
including hotel and restaurant operators, in areas such as Ambalangoda,
Gandara, Ratnapura, Horana, Panadura, Marawila, and Trincomalee.

The Sri Lanka Police urge members of the public to promptly report any
incidents of extortion or threats carried out by individuals impersonating police
officers by contacting the emergency hotlines 119 or 118, or by informing the
nearest police station.
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