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Group of Foreign Nationals Arrested for Online Financial Fraud — Criminal
Investigation Department

On the evening of 02.04.2026, acting on intelligence received by officers of the Computer
Crime Investigation Division of the Criminal Investigation Department, a raid was conducted
at a hotel in the Iranawila area within the Chilaw Police Division. During the operation, 152
foreign nationals including 137 Chinese citizens were apprehended on suspicion of engaging
in online financial fraud.

Equipment believed to have been used in the commission of these offences, including 177
computers and approximately 577 mobile phones, was seized and taken into the custody of
the investigating officers. Preliminary investigations have revealed that the suspects had been
carrying out these fraudulent activities at the said hotel for a period of nearly two months.

The suspects were produced before the Chilaw Magistrate’s Court on 03.04.2026 and have
been remanded until 09.04.2026.
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