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Police Media Division — Public Awareness Notice on Criminal Misuse of
Rented Properties

The Police Media Division wishes to draw the attention of the public, particularly property
owners, to the increasing misuse of rented and leased premises for fraudulent and criminal
activities.

It has been observed that individuals or groups who rent or lease accommodation, commercial
buildings, apartments, houses, and other properties for short or long durations are, in certain
instances, engaging in illegal activities from within these premises. Accordingly, property
owners are strongly advised to exercise due diligence and caution when leasing or renting out
their properties.

There have been multiple instances where such premises have been used for unlawful purposes
in ways not anticipated by owners, resulting in property owners facing legal complications and,
in some cases, being subject to criminal investigations.

During the past year and up to 2026, there has been a notable increase in the arrest of foreign
nationals involved in online financial fraud and related offences, particularly operating from
residential complexes, hotels, and lodges in various parts of the country. These activities are
being carried out in violation of the Immigration and Emigration laws, along with the use of
computer and communication equipment. The Department of Immigration and Emigration Sri
Lanka and the Sri Lanka Police have already initiated legal action against such offenders.

Public Advisory
The public is advised to take note of the following preventive measures:

e Under Section 76 of the Police Ordinance, the Police are empowered to obtain
information regarding all individuals residing within a household or premises.

e Accordingly, heads of households or property owners are required to provide accurate
information regarding family members, employees, and temporary residents to the
relevant police station.

e Property owners must also inform the police station of any changes in occupancy,
including new arrivals or departures.

e Failure to comply with these requirements may result in legal action under the applicable
provisions of law.

Furthermore, any information relating to suspicious individuals or activities may be reported
promptly to the Police through the Public Safety Committees established within each police
division.

Property owners are urged to verify the identity and background of tenants before leasing
premises in order to minimize the risk of fraud and criminal misuse, thereby preventing potential
legal and financial complications.



The Sri Lanka Police continues to conduct ongoing operations to apprehend individuals engaged
in such offences and requests the public to immediately report any information relating to
smugglers, criminals, or other illegal and antisocial activities via the emergency hotlines 119 or
118, or through the nearest police station.



