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Suspect Arrested for Offences under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act — Western
Province South Crime Division

On 27.12.2025, officers of the Western Province South Crime Division arrested a suspect in
possession of ICE (crystal methamphetamine). During the subsequent investigation, officers
uncovered information relating to a bank account in the Hanwella area that was allegedly used to
receive proceeds generated through drug trafficking.

Based on the information obtained, the facts were reported to the Avissawella Magistrate's Court.
Further investigations confirmed that a total of Rs. 4,911,100 (Rupees Four Million Nine
Hundred Eleven Thousand One Hundred) had been transacted through the account.

As the investigation progressed, a suspect from Kahahena was arrested on 13.01.2026, a suspect
from Dodangoda on 05.04.2026, and a suspect from Kaluaggala on 31.05.2026 for allegedly
committing offences under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act. All three suspects were
produced before the Honorable Court, remanded, and subsequently released on bail.

Further information obtained from these suspects revealed that Rs. 24,921,537 (Rupees Twenty-
Four Million Nine Hundred Twenty-One Thousand Five Hundred Thirty-Seven), suspected to be
proceeds of drug trafficking, had been transferred through the e-Cash system to a mobile phone
number. Investigations established that the registered owner of the relevant SIM card was a 24-
year-old resident of Walapane, who was arrested on 12.07.2026.

Investigations further revealed that the suspect maintained close associations with drug
traffickers and organized criminal figures operating from overseas.

The suspect was produced before the Avissawella Magistrate's Court on 13.07.2026 and was
remanded until 24.07.2026.

Further investigations are being carried out by the Western Province South Crime Division.
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