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Traffic Advisory: Use of Alternative Routes during the Annual Vel Festival
Processions of the New Kathiresan Kovils in Pettah and Bambalapitiya

The 152nd Annual Vel Festival Processions of the New Kathiresan Kovils in
Pettah and Bambalapitiya will be held on 28 July 2026 and 31 July 2026.

To facilitate the processions, motorists are advised to use alternative routes
during the following dates and times to minimise traffic congestion.

Outbound Procession — Tuesday, 28 July 2026

Time: 7.30 a.m. — 8.30 p.m.
Starting Point: New Kathiresan Kovil, Sea Street, Pettah
Destination: New Kathiresan Kovil, Galle Road, Bambalapitiya

Procession Route:

Sea Street — Gaspaha Roundabout — Main Street — Khan Clock Tower
Roundabout — YMBA Junction — Leyden Bastion Road — York Street —
Baron Jayathilaka Mawatha — President's Road — NSA Roundabout — Galle
Face — Galle Face Roundabout — Galle Road via Kollupitiya — Bambalapitiya
New Kathiresan Kovil.

Scheduled Route and Time Restrictions

7.30 a.m. — 10.30 a.m. — Sea Street to Main Street via Cayman Gate.

10.30 a.m. — 11.30 a.m. — Main Street to Leyden Bastion Road.

1.00 p.m. — 3.00 p.m. — President's Road towards Galle Face Green.

3.00 p.m. —4.30 p.m. — Along Galle Road passing the High Commission of
India, the Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority, and Temple Trees.
4.30 p.m. — 5.00 p.m. — President's Road towards Galle Face Green.

5.00 p.m. —7.00 p.m. — Proceed along Galle Road via Kollupitiya and
Bambalapitiya, reaching the Old Kathiresan Kovil at approximately 7.00
p.m., before concluding at the New Kathiresan Kovil, Bambalapitiya, at
approximately 8.30 p.m.

Return Procession — Friday, 31 July 2026

Time: 8.00 a.m. — 12.30 a.m. (Midnight)
Starting Point: New Kathiresan Kovil, Galle Road, Bambalapitiya
Destination: New Kathiresan Kovil, Sea Street, Pettah

Procession Route:

New Kathiresan Kovil, Bambalapitiya — Galle Road — Galle Face — Galle
Face Centre Road — Chatham Street — York Street — Leyden Bastion Road —



Main Street — Sea Street — Kathiresan Street — Brassfounder Street —
Andiambalama Street — Cayman Gate — New Kathiresan Kovil, Pettah.

Traffic congestion is expected along the procession routes during the above dates
and times. The Sri Lanka Police therefore request motorists to make maximum
use of alternative routes and to comply with the directions of police officers
deployed for traffic management.

The Police also appeal to members of the public to plan their journeys in advance
and cooperate with traffic arrangements to ensure the safe and orderly conduct of
the religious event.
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