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25 Suspects Arrested for Illegal Gem Mining — Walana Anti-Corruption Unit

On 28 July 2026, a team of officers attached to the Walana Anti-Corruption
Unit conducted a raid in the Kalu Ganga area of Mawakkumodara, Gankanda,
within the Horana Police Division, following a tip-off regarding illegal gem
mining activities.

During the operation, 25 suspects were arrested for allegedly engaging in
unauthorised gem mining in the Kalu Ganga. Police also seized 14 boats, 6
motorcycles, and a quantity of equipment valued at approximately Rs. 70
million, which were allegedly used for the illegal activity.

The arrested suspects are residents of the Bandaragama, Horana, Millaniya, and
Moronthuduwa areas, and are between 20 and 60 years of age.

The suspects, along with the items taken into custody, have been handed over to
the Horana Police Station for further legal proceedings.

Investigations have revealed that these illegal mining activities had been carried
out over an extended period, resulting in significant environmental damage to
the surrounding area.



Further investigations into the incident are being conducted by the Horana
Police Station.
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